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Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Lincoln and an
Urgent World Problem: Fourth Annual Lincoln Lecture, Cooper
Union, N. Y. February 12, 1943 After his great series of debates
with Douglas and subsequent defeat at the polls in January,
1859, Lincoln returned to the quieter stream of politics and his
law practice, no doubt expecting to campaign for the Senate
again six years later. That fall he accepted with considerable
excitement an invitation to give a popular lecture on February
27th in Henry Ward Beecher s famous Plymouth Church, with the
understanding that it might be a political lecture. Here was an
opportunity to renew the debate with Douglas and to prove
himself before the powerful east (and perhaps Lincoln knew or
suspected that there was anti-Seward sentiment behind the
invitation). Senator Douglas had recently contended that
according to the founding fathers, the federal government had
no right to control slavery in the federal territories. Holding the
opposite position, Lincoln set out to document it with a thorough
study of the opinions of the founding fathers as preserved in the
records...
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