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2005 for Military Activities of the Department of Defense, for Military Construction I value your insight and your
commitment to this country. I want to recognize, also, the men and women of our active. Reserve, and National
Guard components, supported by civilian employees and contractors, who have been successful in executing
military operations around the world in the ongoing war on terrorism. This is proof of the training, equipment,
and readiness that you have provided them. Their service and sacrifices, and the sacrifices of their families, are
deeply appreciated. I ve talked with a number of families who have lost loved ones in Iraq and Afghanistan.
families from Alabama. I ve visited our soldiers at Walter Reed, and I know, as you do, the real, personal
sacrifice that is being made. Today s hearing is the first of two hearings we will have on Army programs. Our
focus this aGernoon will be transformation. On March 30, we ll have a hearing on Army aviation, specifically
focusing on the termination of the Comanche armed reconnaissance helicopter program. It s something that I
ve had an interest in and supported over the years, and I know Senator Lieberman has as well We will be talking
about that and have a full opportunity to discuss it. The Airland Subcommittee has supported the Comanche
program in previous budget requests, and we are concerned with the impact of the termination on the future...
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