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the Future, and Other Essays It is the serious duty of every rational human being to help make the earth a better
and happier abiding place. This duty is imposed by the very nature of human existence - by the constructive
and destructive influences which determine the weal and woe of humanity, individually and collectively.
Knowledge, however circumscribed, pertaining to these natural influences, enabled primitive man to devise
crude, though effective, ways of obtaining subsistence, and to defend himself against enemies threatening his
wellbeing and his life. His participation in evolutionary processes resulted in contributions to the advancement
that culminated, through successive generations, in civilizations more than a hundred thousand years later.
Without these contributions evolutionary progress, humanly speaking, would have been impossible. In his
struggle for existence, in his constructive efforts, man of the twentieth century encounters the same destructive
influences, manifested in quite different ways, which beset his remote ancestors. Effects have always been just
equal to the causes producing them; always will be. Those who hope to escape by chance the logical effects of
causes deceive themselves and sooner or later pay the penalty of self-deception. Ignorance, credulity, injustice,
intolerance and dishonesty continue to be prominent and potent among the destructive influences which
interpose serious obstacles and dangers to the progress and safety of modern society. About the Publisher
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