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indexed. Not illustrated. 1915 Excerpt: .Government has objected consistently to the taking of testimony of
German subjects by American consular officers, who are, however, authorized by treaty to take the depositions
of American citizens sojourning abroad. In view of the attitude of the German Government in this matter,
American consular officers in Germany are instructed to decline to take depositions from German subjects
whenever commissions for that purpose may be addressed to them. Persons desiring to send such commissions
should note the want of authority on the part of consular officers to take the desired testimony, and their
attention may be directed to the fact that the German Government has indicated a way in which such
testimony may be taken by means of letters rogatory addressed to the proper German court. The German
Foreign Office as long ago as 1874 declared that the German courts would comply with any request made by
foreign courts of law for the examination under oath of designated persons, and that the German law provided
that in such examination the parties might be represented, and that the attorney might exercise a proper
influence by putting questions through the judges. While consuls are inhibited from taking depositions in
Germany, except of American citizens, it is sometimes the case, although this is not so in Prussia, that notaries
public are allowed to administer an oath, in which event, if they possess the requisite knowledge of the English
language, they are in a position to execute commissions. Private persons...
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